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Autistica Future Leader Award: Guidance for Applicants 
 

We are inviting applications from early career researchers for up to a total value of £100,000. 
 
About Autistica 
Our mission is to ensure that everyone affected by autism has a right to a long, happy and healthy life. We 
do this by funding and promoting ground-breaking research in the United Kingdom. 
 
The applicant 
We are looking for future research leaders with their own innovative ideas and vision, between the third 
year of their PhD through to post-doc and the first year of a permanent academic position.   
 
What we want to see and are willing to fund 
Grants may be requested for a minimum of six months to a maximum of four years.  Some examples of use 
of a grant include, but are not limited to: 

 Start-up costs for new lecturers (for example equipment/a research assistant). 

 Standard project grant costs (including buying-out existing teaching time and other duties, a 

research assistant, a PhD studentship (we would expect the university to provide 50% match-

funding)). 

 Funding for the applicant’s salary (post-doc). 

 Commercialisation of research ideas. 

 Infrastructure or projects to enable data sharing or to support autism research in the UK. 

 

We will not fund applications which do not clearly demonstrate an independent vision and innovative 
ideas. Supporting the goals of your current or previous supervisor is insufficient. 

 

Methods 
Applicants should consider: 

 Pathway to a longer, happier, healthier life for autistic people and their families. 

 Feasibility shown through a clear plan, e.g. GANTT charts to clarify how a project would unfold. 

 Appropriate involvement of autistic people and families in the design and production of research is a 

key priority for Autistica. Applicants should demonstrate how they intend to do this. 

 Leverage: will this award leverage extra funding or capitalise on existing leverage?  

Strategic and research priorities for Autistica 

 The James Lind Alliance Priority Setting Partnership on autism.  

 Early death in autism - note Autistica’s Personal Tragedies, Public Crisis report. 

 Improvement of infrastructure for autism research in the UK. 

 Under-studied groups such as adults, women, or those with a learning disability. 

 Researchers should consider the principles set out in our research strategy.  

Eligibility 

 Applicants are restricted to one LOI/proposal per review cycle as Principal Investigator (PI) or Co-PI. 

The grant must be hosted at a UK institution although international collaborations are permitted. 

 Applicants should note Autistica’s policies on the use of animals in research and Conflict of Interest. 

 Applications will only be accepted from individuals or companies for profit if Autistica are entitled to a 

share of any such profits to re-invest in our research programme.  If a company receives funds from 

a grant, clear justification must be given for this at the full proposal stage, including detail on 

contributions through finances or in-kind support. 

Awards 
Autistica expect to grant at least one award per year, at the full amount of £100,000 per award. Awards of 
any value up to the maximum of £100,000 are welcome.  

https://www.autistica.org.uk/our-research/our-research/your-research-priorities
https://www.autistica.org.uk/downloads/files/Personal-tragedies-public-crisis-ONLINE.pdf
https://www.autistica.org.uk/downloads/files/Autistica-Research-Strategy-2017-2021.pdf
https://www.autistica.org.uk/our-research/use-of-animals-in-research
https://www.autistica.org.uk/our-research/about-our-research/conflict-of-interest
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Autistica only pays direct costs (directly charged to a project as money spent and supported by an audit 
record).  Autistica does not pay indirect costs (costs for resources used by a project that are shared by 
other activities e.g. proportion of permanent staff member’s time) or directly allocated costs (non-specific 
costs charged across all projects for underpinning resources e.g. estates, shared IT and administration). 
Autistica are members of the Association of Medical Research Charities so our awards are eligible for 
Charity Research Support Fund funding to cover indirect costs of research. 
 
Application process 
 
Letters of Intent (LOIs) should be submitted via our online application system. LOIs are due no later than 
Monday 2nd July 2018. All deadlines are at 11:59 PM local UK time. Autistica reserves the right to return 
without review any LOI found to be not in compliance with our policies, procedures, and research priorities. 
 
LOIs should be detailed enough to be screened for scientific merit and must contain two parts. The first part 
(submitted via a form on the online application system) must include the following information: 
 

A. Project title. 

B. Up to 5 keywords.  

C. A concise description under the headings: background; specific aims; methods; expected results 

(each section has a 3,500 character limit).  

D. A clear justification of the relevance and potential significance of the project to Autistica’s objectives, 

individuals on the autism spectrum and families, and clinical practice (3,500 character limit).  

E. Names, titles and institutional affiliations of active collaborators/co-investigators. 

F. Indicative duration and budget of the project (this can be revised at the full application stage). 

 

The second part, one page maximum, must be an institutional letter confirming the applicant’s eligibility 

(uploaded to the online application system as a PDF file).  

 

Charts or figures can also be uploaded to the online application system as PDF files.  

 

LOIs will be reviewed by Autistica staff in terms of their fidelity to the scope of the grant scheme and 

Autistica’s overall strategy. LOIs will then be reviewed in terms of scientific quality by Autistica’s Scientific 

Review Panel.  

 

Three applicants will be shortlisted and asked to submit a full application. The shortlisted applications may 

still require feedback, which will be provided where appropriate. 

 

Those invited to submit a full proposal will receive further submission guidelines at that time. We aim to 

notify applicants of the status of LOIs by Monday 30th July 2018. Full applications will be due Monday 1st 

October 2018 (all deadlines are at 11:59 PM local UK time).  In some cases we may ask to interview 

applicants around 29-30th October 2018.  We estimate that final decisions and feedback will be provided to 

applicants by Monday 12th November 2018. 

 

Questions should be sent to Dr Georgina Warner (Research Manager) on 

Georgina.Warner@autistica.org.uk.  

https://autisticacommunity.force.com/s/
https://www.autistica.org.uk/about-us/our-scientific-and-policy-advisors
https://www.autistica.org.uk/about-us/our-scientific-and-policy-advisors
mailto:Georgina.Warner@autistica.org.uk

