
 

Autistica Research Festival 2022 
Application Reviewing and Scoring Criteria 

 
This document details the ways in which applications to present at the Autistica Research 

Festival 2022 will be reviewed, scored and assessed in relation to the Festival’s themes and 

presentation formats. Some review processes involve the 2022 Conference Review Panel 

(CRP).  

Step one: Initial triage 

All applications to present will first be assessed by Autistica staff as to whether they meet the 

eligibility requirements that the application: 

• Has been completed appropriately, with all required questions answered 

• Relates to a research project based in the UK 

• Relates to a research project that has been ethically approved by an appropriate 

ethics committee 

• Uses considerate language  

Applications that meet eligibility requirements will go through for full review. 

Step two: Full review 

Applications for lived experience and community presentations will be considered by 

Autistica staff in relation to how they fit within the festival programme, its themes and its 

schedule. We intend to have at least one lived experience per session. 

All other presentation formats will be assessed and scored by peer and lay reviewers using a 

five-scale scoring system. Applications will be reviewed according to the specific criteria for 

each format detailed in this document below. 

The five-scale scoring system is as follows: 

5 – Outstanding – The project is outstanding in the way it meets this criterion 

4 – Excellent – The project is excellent in the way it meets this criterion 

3 – Satisfactory – The project meets this criterion, though not consistently 

2 – Fair – The project has merit, though is not clearly meeting this criterion 

1 – Poor – In relation to the criterion, the project shows flaws  

Applications that receive the highest scores will be considered by the CRP in relation to the 

broader festival programme, its themes, capacity and coherence. The CRP will then make a 

recommendation as to which applications should be accepted or rejected. 

Please note: an application could receive high scores but may not be successful. If this 

happens, we will communicate this to clearly to applicants. 

 

https://www.autistica.org.uk/get-involved/autistica-research-festival-2022
https://www.autistica.org.uk/get-involved/autistica-research-festival-2022
https://www.autistica.org.uk/get-involved/autistica-research-festival-2022-the-conference-review-panel
https://www.autistica.org.uk/about-us/media-communications-guide


Assessment criteria 

Panel presentations 

Using the five-scale scoring system peer reviewers will be asked to score panel presentation 

applications on each of the following criteria: 

• The research project is exploring, addressing or asking a question of an important 

issue with the potential for it to contribute to knowledge 

• The approach, methods and methodology are suitable and appropriate for the project 

and the theme or topic it is investigating 

• The project has implications for policy, practice or public or academic understanding 

• The project, its aims, methods and any potential findings and outcomes are 

communicated with clarity 

Using the five-scale scoring system, lay reviewers will be asked to score application as to 

what extent: 

• The study seeks to answer a question or explore an issue that is of interest to autistic 

people and their allies 

• The researchers have shown consideration for the values and perspectives of autistic 

people and their allies 

• The researchers have communicated their project clearly and concisely 

Poster presentations 

Posters will be assessed on the same criteria as panel presentations. However, rather than 

the CRP making a final recommendation on applications, Autistica staff will invite applicants 

who score an average of 3.5 or higher across criterion to present their posters, subject to 

numbers and capacity. 

Symposiums 

Using the five-scale scoring system, peer reviewers will be asked to score applications on 

each of the following criteria: 

• The symposium is exploring, addressing or asking questions of an important issue or 

topic with the potential to contribute to knowledge 

• The methods and methodologies of any featured research project(s) are appropriate 

for the themes or topics they are investigating 

• The featured presentation(s) are described with clarity and coherence, relating to 

each other and the overall theme 

• The symposium and its presentation(s) have implications for policy, practice or public 

or academic understanding 

• The applicants have demonstrated how they will create a session that is interesting 

and engaging, with a clear understanding of their audience 

 

 



Using the five-scale scoring system, lay reviewers will be asked to score application as to 

what extent: 

• The study or studies are exploring issue(s) that are of interest to autistic people and 

their allies 

• The applicants have shown consideration for the values and perspectives of autistic 

people and their allies 

• The symposium and its content have been communicated clearly and concisely  

• The symposium and its content appear engaging and interesting  

 


